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•  First Responder Network Authority 

•  Authorized by Congress in 2012 

•  Funded:  $7 B from spectrum sales 

•  Goal:   Create a nationwide wireless 

“public safety” mobile 4G network for 

use by first responders – really all 

responders and government users 



Expansive View of Public Safety 

•Emergency Medical, Police, 

Firefighters 

•Water and electric utilities 

•Transportation 

•Public Works 

•Building Inspectors 

•General Government 

•Even business/consumer Use (rural) 



FirstNet in Washington State? 

• Statewide Network – responders 

• Statewide apps 

•  Full-motion two-way video 

•  Tablets, smartphones, web 

• 4G LTE for rural, remote areas? 

• Incidents & disasters – 
•   WTO riots,  Earthquakes 

•   Wildfires, ice storms 



Challenges 

•  Promises, Promises – Dec 2017 

•  Cover ever square meter of the 
US?  Design for each State … 

•  Devices, chips  

•  Operational costs 

•  Getting Agencies to use it 

•  Mission critical voice?  Existing 
government radio systems? 

 



The Road Ahead 

 SIEC - “Single Point of Contact” 

 1. Now:  Outreach and education 
state to local agencies, tribes, 
responders  

 2. 2013-2014:  State/Local 
Implementation Grants (SLIG-P) 
Data Collection 

 Review FirstNet’s Design – must 
meet Wash State’s needs 



Decisions, Decisions 

•  Governor:  Opt-in or Opt-out? 

•  Probably late 2014 or 2015 



For more information 

Bill Schrier 

•  Chair, Washington State SIEC 

•  bill.schrier@ofm.wa.gov 

•  Mobile 206-255-2156 

•  Twitter @billschrier 

 

SIEC:   

• www.siec.wa.gov  

FirstNet:  

• www.ntia.doc.gov/category/firstnet  
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http://www.ntia.doc.gov/category/firstnet


Connecting people to possibilities 

Washington State Broadband 
Office Update 

Will Saunders, director 

State Broadband Office 



Second Round of LTPT 

• Washington State University was awarded $56,000 to 
leverage broadband needs assessment activities already 
begun in Jefferson and Clallam counties.  

 
• Lincoln County was awarded $26,880 to address 

educational challenges and economic development 
opportunities in Lincoln County by increasing broadband 
access and use. 
 

• Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians Tribal Technology 
Team was awarded $94,000 to provide broadband and 
communications planning to Washington State. 

  
 



Second Round of LTPT 

• Walla Walla Valley Chamber of Commerce was awarded 
$64,000 to partner with the Intelligent Community 
Forum, through its Community Accelerator Program. 
 

• Klickitat-Skamania Local Technology Planning Team was 
awarded $60,000 to provide community identified 
broadband training and address gaps in infrastructure 
through partnerships with the region’s governments, 
providers, communities and businesses and increasing 
access to broadband via public hotspots. 

  
 



STEM Challenge 

• Partnership with the Technology Alliance 

 

  

 

http://www.technology-alliance.com/stemchallenge/stemchallenge.html 
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STEM Challenge 

• MESA/ Hackathon for Change 
http://depts.washington.edu/mesaweb/ 

 

• Algebra Challenge  
http://algebrachallenge.org/ 

 

 

 


